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Patient’s Name ______________________________________

Appointment Date ________________________________ Appointment Time _____________

Nuclear Medicine Hepatobiliary Scan
      (HIDA SCAN)

A HIDA scan evaluates the function of the gallbladder. A nuclear radioisotope is injected and pictures are taken to visualize the gallbladder.
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What to expect the day of your exam:

· Upon arrival, you may be asked to put on a gown. 

· You will be asked to lie on a table and you will be injected with a small amount of radioisotope, in your vein. 

· The scan will be started immediately. 

· At the end of 45-60 minutes, depending on the function or presence of the gallbladder, one of these two things will occur:

· You will be given an injection to make the gallbladder contract and continue exam for another 60 minutes  
OR

· The exam will be complete

· Duration of the exam is 1-2 hours (usually 2 hours).

· An official report will be sent to your referring physician.




Prep Instructions:


Remain NPO 4-6 hours but no more than 10 hours before the exam. 


Take all medications as usual with a small amount of water.


No narcotic (morphine) or “like” medications 12 hours prior to the exam. 


NO barium exams within 24 hours of the exam. 
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